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RIGID CHAIN ENGINEERING

Stage Lifts ¥ Piano Lifts
Orchestra Lifts ¥ Wagon Transfer
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Theatrical Associates, Inc.
www. TheatreLighting.com

&l Visit your first and best on-line
g, option for purchasing your
production needs.

Rentals Sales Design Production

E-mail: info@theatricalassociates.com - Phone: 732-560-1215 - Fax 732-560-7465
Theatrical Associates - 29 King George Road - Green Brook - New Jersey - 08812

Enter * LDI" and recieve 10% off your next order at
www.TheatreLighting.com until November 31st, *05
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From People's Light and
Theatre Company’s
Galjleo: all of the curved
railings were created
with bent conduit; main
supports are water pipe.

railing. If you draw out a template and
have lots of volunteers, you can turn out
more railing than you need in hours.

Another wire that is readily available
is bare copper. It comes in large diame-
ters, is purchased by the linear foot, and
is easily cut and joined together using
wire ties, solder or just hot glue. It
already has a great looking finish and
can be used to create very durable spe-
cialty items such as artwork, wire sculp-
tures, ete. If you don't mind “dumpster
diving,” you can usually find tons of this
stuff at any major renovation site. Then
you get the wire for free.

DRAINAGE PIPE Walk

through the garden section of
your Hl store and you will find corrugated
drain pipe. It comes in black and has
holes punched in it at regular intervals.
It looks very “techno” and comes in both
short lengths and long coils with joining
pieces similar to PVC. While it has no
structural properties, it can be used to
create a very mechanical look to a set (a
la Metropolis). If you place tubular fluo-
rescent fixtures inside of it, you can get
some really neat lighting effects, espe-
cially if you have haze or fog in the air.

1 0 PLASTIC WATER PIPE In
the plumbing section you

will find plastic water pipe in clear and



translucent white. Since it is flexible, you
can bend it into shapes and fasten it down
to a frame or surface (| attached itto a
piece of scenic netting and suspended it
so that the shape looked like it was float-
ing in space). If you throw black light onto
it, you get a decent approximation of
neon. Try adding some neon dye (avail-
able at hobby and craft shops) to water,
fill your water pipe with the dyed water
(don't forget to close the ends) and
then throw black light on it. Now you
have colored neon. The effect is best in
dim light, but it looks fantastic. When
you are done you can empty it, coil it
up and store it away for future use.

As you can see there are a variety of
inexpensive, yet very effective, materials
and techniques that can be used to create
scenery. All it takes is imagination and
elbow grease. | make a regular habit of
walking through local HI stores and look-
ing at different materials. Try to think
about different ways to use those mate-
rials. Take notes. You never know what
you can do with something until you try,
and then your experiment spawns a
whole new set of ideas for using the same
material. The possibilities are endless. @

Russell Reid spent a good part of his
career working in professional and uni-
versity level theater. Now as a consult-
ant at Acoustic Dimensions, he provides
lighting and staging design for the

firm s clients.
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ADD FLEXIBILITY

TO YOUR PERFORMANCES
WITH PORTABLE STAGING
AND SEATING RISERS

Where your creativity takes you, portable platforms from StageRight go to
implement your vision, Use the same components to set up Seating Risers
or Portable Staging in sizes and shapes that may change from ane event to
the next for the optimum presentation. To see layout drawings on ways to
configure platforms in your performance space; please contact us. We are
happy to provide budget pricing and no-obligation design assistance.

STAGERIGHT

www.stageright.com

TOLI-FREE:
(800) 438-4499
495 Ploneer Parkway

Clare, Michigan 48617
Sturdy, with No Tools Reguired,

Unsurpassed Customer Service.

» Wireless Microphones

« In-Ear Monitor Systems
« Wireless Com Systems
* Wired Com Systems
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WIRELESS SYSTEMS é/l d/\'¥

Rentals <« Sales « Service

Wireless Audio and Communication Systems for:
Theatre » Houses of Worship = AV/Corporate » Broadcast * Concerts & Special Events

Office: (281) 218-8330

Fax: (281) 218-0312 www.audiovendwirgless.com
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