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“Gathering before and between worship
is becoming more important.”

- Bob Shaw, F&S Partners, Dallas, Texas

is that the first two places in a person’s
life are home and work; however, great
cities and civilizations have always had
third places where people go for informal
community, conversation and connec-
tion. Though many church buildings in
small communities maintain their role as
meeting place and social hub, in metro-
politan areas, people are looking for what
has been lost.

“Much of the ‘Starbuckian’architecture
is flowing out of a desire to create com-
munity,” explains David Shanks of HH
Architects in Dallas, Texas. “In both adult
and youth spaces, we are designing
places for people to connect outside of
traditional educational programs. Food
courts, coffee bars, and recreational
facilities are all being included in church
campuses to give people a place to
experience community.”

“Gathering before and between worship
is becoming more important,” says Bob
Shaw of F&S Partners in Dallas, Texas.
“The goal is to design a place that is large
enough to handle crowds for a short time
and intimate enough to provide places to
visit and talk.”

“Fifty years ago, five acres was too much
ground for a church,” continues Evans.
“Now the average church campus is 20
- 40 acres in terms of minimum need
for property, with some needing well
over 100 acres. This is translating into a

small community with all different types
of facilities on their campus to be a true
seven-day-a-week community campus.’

“The way in which a family gets to church
has changed so drastically in the past 10
years that parking has become a crucial
circulation issue. In the past, a family of
four once represented one car in the park-
ing lot, that same family might drive as
many as two or three cars today,” explains
John Paul DeFrank of Beck Architecture in
Dallas, Texas.

Non-Traditional Places and Spaces

“With the cost of space always on

the increase, it is important for differ-
ent church groups to share space and
better utilize their facilities," adds Shaw.
“Churches offer more classes, Bible stud-
ies and fellowship opportunities every
day of the week than they did ‘back in
the day’ Even still, it is expensive to build

unique spaces for each function...”

“My personal favorite model for churches
is Redeemer Presbyterian in Manhat-
tan, New York,” explains Brian Barrett of
Garrison Barrett Associates in Birming-
ham, Alabama. “They have about 4,000
members and don't own any real estate.
They use Hunter College Auditorium

for two East Side services and a cultural
center on the West Side for services on
that side of the park. Kind of crazy for an
architect to like that model, but | think it
works well for a church that is more com-



munity-based and less Sunday-School
oriented.”

When the youth program at Christ
Church of the Valley in Peoria, Arizona
outgrew their facilities, they decided to
take a Sprung-Structure approach with
a highly stylized interior,” explains Stan
Lusardi of Todd and Associates in Phoe-
nix who masterplanned the campus and
designed the interiors of the structure.
The Sprung Structure is an engineered
stressed-membrane structure that can be
constructed quickly.

“For Christ Church of the Valley,

there was an immediate need which
didn't allow for conventional construc-
tion methods. Because it is considered

a temporary structure, an other-

wise lengthy city [approval] process was
streamlined, she adds.

"It seems like the mega church, which
has been unrestricted in its growth, is less
inclined to build large rooms to reflect
the growth in the church congregation.
Instead, a more flexible growth strategy,
one encompassing multi-venue sites,
multiple services and multiple worship
days, is being employed,” observes Fred
Perpall of Beck Architecture in Atlanta,
Georgia. Beck Architecture is currently
working with Fellowship Church of
Grapevine, Texas and its satellite cam-
puses in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex.

Facilities to Support Interaction

“In huge auditoriums, there's great poten-
tial for disconnect between the pastor
and the people sitting beyond the first
few rows,” explains DeFrank."What hap-
pens if the pastor can't be heard over the
roar of the air conditioning or if the view
of a video screen is obstructed? Unless
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these kinds of issues are addressed, you
virtually guarantee that visitors—who
generally sit at the back—won’t become
engaged in worship.”’

“Some of the most dynamic facilities are
being designed to break down the barri-
ers between people in the congregation
and people on the platform,’ Janssen
adds. “Think about shows performed by
the Blue Man Group or Cirque du Soliel.
The lines are blurred between the per-
formers and the audience. For many min-
istries, the facility needs to support a par-
ticipatory worship experience. This can
be as subtle as seating people at tables to
encourage conversation or as dramatic as
video screens surrounding the perimeter
of a room so that the entire environment
changes throughout a service”

Advice for Churches Planning
Facilities to Meet Future Needs

“One of the biggest learning curves for
churches comes in the area of time,’ says
Janssen."When you are living in a world of
Sunday-to-Sunday deadlines, it is difficult
to step back and do the necessary strategic
planning for your facilities. Often churches
don't get engaged in planning until their
current facilities push them into crisis
mode. It takes a certain amount of time

to design, construct and raise the funds
needed to build, relocate, repurpose or
remodel. The more mission-minded and
forward-thinking you can be in your plan-
ning, the better your decisions will be!

Cathy Hutchison is a freelance writer whose
interests include the impact of architecture on
the worship experience.
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