






SanAntonio Museu m of Art, formerly the home of Lone Sta r Beer -the complex features several types

of structu res. Dom inat in g t he site is t he main brewery building. a massive brick pile currently under

re novation tha t shares a sim ila r Victorian a rchitectural expression with the stable. New tenants of

thc mixed -use complex i nclude a culinary institute and a restauran t . wit h hou si ng and oflice space

expected to be comp leted soon. Pearl Stahle now se rves OIS a fu nction room that can he re nted fur

special events. such as the AIA SanAntonio DesiRn Awards th at were held t here last fall.

As n oted by Jl'ff rey Fetzer, AlA. project architect for Ford Powell & Ca rson Architects' renovation

of the sta ble. "the overa ll complex is bein g de ve loped to ex press th e flavor of the industrial legacy of

the site." The use oflevelers from the brew tanks as si te bellards is just one example ofrhe incorpora ­

tion of recycled elements in the design of the s ite that recall the history of t he brewery. A reclai med

brew ta nk serves as a cistern to harvest half of the roof drainage for on-site imganon.

Over the years unsympathetic modthcattons wer e made to t he stable building. i ncluding the

removal of the entry's elaborate ly det ailed brick pe diment, pai nting of th e exterior brick. removal

of wooden windows that wer e re placed wit h aluminum windows or in-filled wit h brick, and removal

of the cupola. Th e task of converting the historic stable required minor exterior modihcanons to

accommodate the buildi ng's new use , and its interior was transformed to provide an ele gant venue

for functions without losing the sense of the bu ildi n g's lengthy history. As pa rt of the exterior

renovation, the ped iment was re constructed a nd a cupola sim ila r to the origi na l was installed. The

paint was removed from t he brick but the original stain that highlighted the brick corbelling was

retained . New wood windows similar to the original windows were i nserted i n some of the origi nal

open ings. T he interior was re configured by the architects to create an elliptical assembly space

- that matches the outline of the old hospitality rooms - within the larger elliptical structure. The

space between the two ellipt ical shapes is dedicated to p re-fu nction activities and services such as

kitchens, rest rooms, and backsta ge areas.

MA STEHI'I.A N

Once considered prime targets lor demolition. most

buildings at the za-acre former Pearl Brewery site

are nowscheduled for remodelingor restoration. San

Antonio·basedLake/FialaArchitectsCleated a master

plan 101 developer SilverVentures that is intended to

transformthe site intoa vibrant mired-use community

within the nextdecade. Thefirm has been workingwith

Rialto Studios as landscape architect since Silver

Ventures acquired the property in 2002. Just a few

years into the redevelopment, the brewery's 1939

garage became the first restor ed buitding to open

on the site as the weea Institute beauty school and

me TexasFarm to TableCafe. designed byLake/Flato

in collaboration with local firm Durand-Hollis Rupe

ArChitects.Lake/Flatoalso designed the ccnverstcn

of one of the site's lalge sheds into the center for

Foodsof the Americas, a culinary school that opened

in Malch of fast year. A main plaza planned lor the

front of the iconic brew house will be modeled after

a Mexicancity ptaza, drawing on cultural aesmetlcs

to bring liveliness to the area .

Furtheringthe goal to create an 'urban island,' the

design team's plans call lor amplevegetation, includ­

ing rooftop aaroens and xeriscaping. Cisterns on two

of the three restored buildings may ultimately hetp

plovidewater to the entue site byre·using the old beer

tanks 10collect rainwater on nne-quarter of lhe rool

area, Othel original brewery equipment used ill the

renovation includes ironbeer tank supports as traffic

huliards that separate sidewalks flom roadways, and

old pipes as parking lot railings.

The San Antonio River winds thlough the site 's

western edge, and the CityofSan Antonio is eventually

expected to integtate an extension of the Paseo del

Rio with tile project. leaving development along the

river up to adjacent ptoperty owners.
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As if there .....e ren't enou gh cha llenges in ada pti ng the historic st r ucture to a new use, accom ­
modating the service entry also posed a significant problem- the build ing's elliptica l geomet ry.
combined with its central location within the complex, does not prov ide for a "back of the house"
where services can be neat ly hidde n fro m view. The design team met th e challenge hy dres sing up
the service entries with materials similar to those found throughout the project - such as the verti­
cal-grain fir doors - without crea ting confusion as to the locat ion of the front door. Fetzer an d th e
design team also faced pro blems related to the incorporat ion of MEP systems. Because the owne r
wante d the or igi nal wooden roof structure exposed and vis ible fr om the inte rior spaces. there was
no place to conceal lighting and other systems. The solution em ployed by the design team was to
construct a second roof below the parapet but above the original roof structure which created an
interstitial space in which the systems were concealed .

Toexpress the brewery's legacy inside the build inK.old beer bottles found on the site were incor ­
porated into the desi gn of the chandelier and other light fixtures. Glass from broken beer bottles
also was use-d as aggregate for the terrazzo and bar countertops. Furthermore, a few horse stalls
were recreated inside the main assembly space opposite the stage to recall the building's original
use. The stage backdrop honors another moment in the hu ilding's history by incorporat ing a false
facade of Judge Roy Bean's house that cleverly conceals a ramp to the stage.

Meticulously returned to its former glory. Pearl Stable's beau tiful historic structure now offers
twenty-fn-st-ceruury patrons the opportu nity to inhabit a space that, while common enough to
accom modate horses in the nineteenth century, is uniquely elegant today, n

Doug lipscomb. AlA, pract ices withMarmon Mok Arch itecture inSanAnton io.

(opposite page) HOl se stalls under the balcDny in the

mainassembly space signify the building'sDriginal use,

(thispage) Oppositethehorsestalls isthe stage adorned

with metal work by local sculptor Geol ge Schroeder,
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