
SOJ’s Brad Tong confirmed: “We had budgeted

some strategic elements, about US$1 million for extra

first costs and design elements for LEED certification.” 

Green Highlights
Among the venue’s major ‘green’ highlights are: ener-

gy efficient lighting; heating; cooling and ventilation

systems (with demand controlled ventilation); ice-mak-

ing equipment that reduces the predicted energy use

by over 37% compared to national standards; recycling

programs that should reduce construction waste going

to landfill by over 75%; the use of at least 10-20%

recycled materials and locally harvested and manufac-

tured products, reducing the use of natural resources,

minimizing material transportation, and supporting

local economies. Specification of at least 50% FSC

wood projects was an important forest sustainability

goal, despite some increased cost; use of low mercury

Phillips lamps throughout reduces the impact of this

toxic substance, meeting LEED requirements; use of

low-flow showers and urinals, and dual-flush toilets,

which reduce potable water use by over 40%.

“It’s important to be ‘green’ but also to create a

healthy space for people to be in,” Erwine emphasized.

Walter agreed: “Our ‘green’ concepts will improve the

experience that spectators have at KEC, and improve

work conditions for the staff as well.” 

Targeted for a January 2009 opening, KEC is owned

by the City and operated by SMG, with the WHL Seat-

tle Thunderbirds as the major tenant. Seating about

6,025 for hockey and up to 7,800 for concerts, it will

feature twenty suites, 500 club seats, a Suite/Club

lounge, and team store, among other amenities.

360 on LEED
“LEED is a dangerous game to play, no matter what

anyone says,” said Chris DeVolder, a Project Manager

with 360 Architecture for the last eight years, and with

Ellerbe Becket for seven years prior to that, focused on

sustainability over the past decade. “It is a third party

verification, so there is some accountability. But unless

the team really knows what they are doing, it diverts

attention from the real goal to a game of point chas-

ing. The positive part is that more sports projects are

using LEED as a measure for green design, especially

projects with some public funding involved. Most cities

and even some states have a minimum LEED require-

ment for publicly funded buildings, including sports

facilities. But until more sports architects begin to really

understand that ‘green design’ is integral and do not

try to ‘apply’ it like a finish, LEED facilities will be diffi-

cult and cumbersome. The firm recently named John

Ware as new sustainability coordinator, with more than

fifteen years’ experience advancing sustainable design,

green initiatives and LEED projects.

F E A T U R E  —  G R E E N  B U I L D I N G  I S S U E S

S P R I N G  2 0 0 8 PA N S T A D I A 1 6

Video Display Disposal a Growing ‘Green’ Problem
“We are involved in an increasing amount
of renovations to large sports venues,”
commented Stuart Reynolds, Senior
Consultant for Acoustic Dimensions. “The
issue that all venues upgrading to HD are
coming to grips with is what to do with
their old CRT, FTD and Incandescent display
systems, certainly an offshoot of the
expanding ‘greening’ of sports venues.

“Most of the time, the client first asks
about options for selling the equipment to

another facility; however, there is simply
little to no market for old displays for
which components are no longer produced. 

“The next possibility is to re-purpose the
display within the facility at a different
location. Unless the intent is to move the
display in the current physical layout, it’s a
poor ROI.

“The final option is disposal, not an easy
process due to the volume of materials.
When Chase Field, home of the MLB
Arizona Diamondbacks and part of the
Maricopa County Stadium District in
Phoenix, AZ, upgraded to HD displays for
the new season, it was able to give their
video display modules to the last Sony
Jumbotron owner in North America — San
Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium.” 

However, as Chase Field Project Manager,
Daniel Rojas, noted: “We also had fairly
large 86 by 20ft colour and 52 x 31ft
monochrome matrix displays which had to
be disposed of, and to our surprise,

environmental inspectors informed us that
the old displays could not be hauled off to
the landfill due to the lead in their
components. Each system module had to be
stripped down for environmental safety. 

“Copper recycled from the displays did help
to offset the cost of the lead reclamation
and final disposal of the systems. We really
had think outside the box to be
environmentally friendly, and conscious of
our project budget.

“We replaced the old systems with a 136ft
wide by 46ft high Daktronics HD LED
board, completed this past March 14. Our
Diamondbacks fans were greeted with the
new display opening day April 7.”

Acoustic Dimension’s Stuart Reynolds
concluded: “Many teams — and venues —
will find themselves in this position as they
look to make upgrades to their facility
display systems. It is definitely an important
‘green’ piece of the project requiring
consideration and planning.”
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