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Ryman Auditorium is considered the historical “home” of country music. Built in 1892, and originally used for 
religious revivals, it soon became a performance hall for some of the top performers of the era. In 1943, the Grand 
Ole Opry moved in and served as its beloved home for more than 30 years.

After the Opry moved to the larger venue at Opryland USA in 1974, the Ryman continued in a limited role as a 
performance venue until its recent refurbishment. Not only was the structure refurbished in the $8.5 million project, 
but a high end audio system was installed to meet an ever widening list of needs. The design and installation 
of the new Ryman Auditorium audio system features new technology developed by AD working with leading 
manufacturers from the sound industry. All of the room’s 2,000 seats, arranged in a “rectangular arc” configuration 
twice as long as it is deep, provide a intimate view of the stage. About half of the seating, comprised of the original 
oak church pews, is concentrated in the balcony level. A significant portion of the lower level seating is shadowed 
rather severely by the balcony. From a concert sound point of view, the new system needed to offer stereo 
capability. The result is a system with very sophisticated routing in terms of typical concert systems, and one that 
is very powerful in comparison with typical theatrical systems.
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