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Client:  Stade Velodrome
Location:  Marseilles, France
Opening:  1998
Project Type:  Renovation
Seat Count:  65,000
AD Scope:  Sound Reinforcement | Room Acoustics

As part of a comprehensive renovation of the host site for the World Cup ‘98 finals, the Stade Velodrome features 
a new sound reinforcement system designed to meet several highly stringent requirements. The Velodrome 
is primarily a soccer-only stadium with about 65,000 seats. Four large seating sections form a square that 
completely surrounds the playing surface.  

A little more than two years before opening, AD was brought into the Velodrome sound reinforcement system 
development process by Tech Audio, a leading design/build firm based in France. We prepared a conceptual 
design for the project, doing comprehensive computer modeling of the venue from the outset.

Two primary factors significantly influenced the design. First, a requirement mandated by European legislation 
for extremely high sound pressure levels, and very strict zoning requirements. All seating areas, as well as the 
playing surface, must be carefully zoned for crowd control and evacuation purposes.  The project guidelines also 
mandated that the configuration of loudspeakers be limited to the main grandstand, which is covered by a steel 
canopy.  Based on these guidelines, we worked from the main grandstand outward to the rest of the stadium.

ACOUSTIC DIMENSIONS

p r o j e c t s


