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grace fellowship church

Client: Grace Fellowship Church

Location: Baltimore, MD

Project Type: Renovation

Seat Count: 1,200

Opening: 1999

Architect: CS&D

Contact: Ed DeYoung | Program Director | 410.561.8424 x216
AD Scope: Audio | Acoustics

Grace Fellowship Church chose to renovate an existing furniture warehouse for their new facility. Although a
renovation was more cost efficient than new construction, the initial design concept presented budget problems
for the church. AD worked with the architect to modify the design of the worship center to provide an environment
more supportive of the church’s worship style. The revised design also resulted in a lower construction cost with
better functionality.

In our original meetings with the church to establish the design criteria, we found that it was very important to have
an environment that would support both high quality vocal and dramatic presentation, while not compromising the
sense of community vital to the growth and success of Grace Fellowship Church.

This was accomplished by minimizing the extent of sound absorptive treatments in the congregational seating
area. No sound absorption at all was provided on the ceiling (which was the underside of the roof deck) above the
congregational seating area. Above the platform, considerable sound absorption was provided. We also provided
for sound absorptive treatments around the performance platform. This created a very controlled acoustical
environment for the contemporary praise band, without compromising the more lively acoustical environment for

the congregation.
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